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There arc two propositions that can-
not be denied. The first is that no
trust of so important a character as
that involved in the government of a
free and icteiligent people ought to be
confided to the hands of ignorant or
corrupt men. The second proposition
is that men of African birth or descent
are as a race both corrupt and ignor-
ant. Attempt to gloss it over, as the
most enthusiastic admirer of the negro
may, he cannot escape the palpable
fact that as a race the negro is lacking
not only in mental but in moral edu-
cation. It is useless for our purpose
this morning to enquire into its causes,
it is Miflicieut that such is the fact.

This being so, it needed not experi-
ence to teach the folly of placing the
county governments in the eastern
portion of our State, where the negroes
most do congregate, in their hands.
There never was and never could be
any doubt as to the result. Fraud aud
extravngance follow ignorance aud
corruption as surely as night follows
day.

Iu consequence of this immutable
law, the people, the intelligent tax-pay-i-

portion of the people.iu other words
the white people of very many of our
eastern counties are laboring under
an intolerable grievance. Their county
governments are in the hands of men
elected by the ignorant, the corrupt,
the non-tax-payi- portion of thr
population, iu other words our county
governments are iu'the hands of men
put in office by the negroes.

Can this grievance be remedied and
can the county governments be placed
in the bauds of men for whose intelli-
gence and for whose integrity there
will be ample and abundant guaran-
tees ? It can and the remedy is no lees
simple than efficacious. It is simply
to return to the old paths, the old time- -

honored paths we used to follow in
North Carolina before the curse of Re-
construction blighted our fair land.
Iu the olden time when North Caroli-
nians lived under a Constitution made
by their freely chosen delegates in law-

ful convention duly assembled, the
Legislature selected the magistrates
and the magistrates conducted the af-

fairs of the counties. And was there
ever such a body of men as the magis-
trates of North Carolina ? Wiio then
heard of ignorance in county govern-
ments and corruption in the expendi-
ture of their revenues ? Then Thomas
Rcffix, the man whose judicial opin-
ions had been quoted with honor and
with approbation in the most exalted
tribunals of public justice in foreign
countiies, thought it no degradation
to resign the office of Chief-Justic- e

of the Supreme Court of North Caro-
lina and become a magistrate in the
county of Alamance. Willie P. Man-gu-

who occupied possibly a more
prominent position in the United States
Senate in its palmiest days, in the Jays
when Clay, Calhoun and Webster
made that body eo illustrious, and who
held that position for a longer time
than ever did bf fore or since any man
from North Carolina, hesitated not to
become a magistrate in the county of
Orange. George E. Badger, too, Lj
who had adorned the bench of the Su-
perior Court of our State and whose
gigantic intellect and whose rare ac-

quirements placed him in the front
rank wherever he appeared, no matter
whether at the bar, .rx the bench or
in the Federal Senate or in the
Federal Cabinet, felt when he was
acting as a magistrate for the
county of Wake that he was perform-
ing ihe highest duty that could devolve
upon any North Carolinian. Henry
T. Clark, than whom a purer patviot
or better man never honored the office
of Governor of North Carolina, for
many years earnestly devoted himself
without reward or tho hope of reward
to the performance of the dutio of a
magistrate of Edgecombe. Surely tho
system that led to the selection, as
magistrates of such men as these aud
the hundreds of others we conld name
among the living and the dead, within
our recollection, was a system far pre-

ferable to the one that gives us as
magistrates, the negroes Jos. C. Hill,
Anthony Howe and W. H. Moore.

Which is to be preferred, thesyetem
that gives us as a magistrate a negro
so steeped in ignorance and supersti-
tion as to order a prisoner charged
with murder to be taken from jail, cai-rie- d

to the dead body of the murdered
man and forced to touch it in order to
test his guilt, believing that if the
prisoner was guilty and should touch
the dead body, the accusing blood
would gush from its veins, or is that
system to be preferred that gave us
as magistrates such men as Ruffix,
Manuvm, Badger and Clark?

Let us then return to the old paths
and as soon as the Convention shall
assemble, let the Constitution be
changed bo that the magistrates shall
once more be elected by the Legisla-
ture, and when so elected let them be
entrusted with the management
of county affairs. Then, and not
uutil then shall we have relief.

It has been and ever shall be our
aim to speak frankly and honestly
upon matters political, as upon other
matters, and we do not hesitate to say
that if the Convention to assemble in
September shall not give us of the
East, the relief we demand in this
matter of our county governments we
shall regard the Convention as a
failure. It was to secure to our suf-

fering people this great blessing that
we labored so long and so earnestly to
secure the call of that body. We
speak plainly because the time has
come to epeak plainly. The evils
flowing from the present system of
county governments do not bear so
hardly upon the people of the West
as they do upon our people, and for
the reason that the negro population
there is comparatively small. But
even if our brethren of the West were
wedded to the present system, and
we are glad to say they are not, we
cannot believe they would be willing
to Bacrafice us. Unless we be wrongly
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informed, if the East shall demand at
the hands of tha West a change in the
system of county governments, the
demand will be granted.

Let us, then, speak out, and in plain
terms. If the Democrats of the West,
would save the Democrats of the
East, if they would lift from us the
load of oppression that Ave have been
gradually sinking under these long
weary years, if they would relieve
us fiom the extravagance and corrup-
tion that is daily wasting the substance
of our people, they must unite with us
in restoring the old time-honor- ed prac-
tice that came down to us from our
fathers, approved by their experience
and freighted with their blessings.
But we. of tho East, must speak out,
and we must do so plainly.
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According to various intimations,
more or less worthy of credence and
recently had from the city of Raleigh,
it appears that there is no difficulty in
regard to the constitutionality of the
recent act of the Legislature amend-
ing the charter of the city o! Wilming-
ton, save such as has been begotten in
the judicial mind of the supreme tri-
bunal for the decision of disputes as
to the law of the land by the clause re-

quiring a residence of ninety days
prior to the day of election as a quali-
fication for voting for an alderman.
This provision, it is said upon the
streets, excites a holy horror in the
politically unbiased minds of Judge
Reade and Judge Rodman and Judge
Settle and his concentrated Honor,
Chief-Justic- e Pearson. These august
personages, as Mark Anthony said in
his speech over Cajsar, are all "honor-
able men." Judge Reade is the man,
if we recollect aright, who expressed
his judicial gratification that the num-
ber of mulatto babies had de
creased so greatly in North Caro-
lina since the war, neglecting, how-
ever, to state whether he got
bis information as man mid-wif- e or as
a census taker. Of course he is an
honorable man. Judge Rodman if we
remember aright was the fortunate in-

dividual who escaped the surrender at
Appomattox Court House by the aid
o a vigorous mule.that fortunate ani-
mal that unlike its rider has neither
pride of ancestry nor hope of posteri-
ty. Of course Judg3 Rodman is an
honorable man. Judge Settle too is
an honorable man. Did he not go to
Peru, and does not the original genu-
ine guano like the celebrated Llama
come all the way from Peru, and may
you not break the vase if you will but
will not the ecent of the roses hang
around it still! Of course he is an hon-

orable man. And then the Chief
Justice Richmond M. Pearson, the
man by whose help Holdeu was ena-
bled to carry on the Kirk war, is he
not an honorable man? Certainly he
is, can he be otherwise than an honor-
able man, in whose favor a pres-
criptive right to get drunk
can be plead? Certainly not.
If, therefore, such men as these
entertain grave doubts as to the con-
stitutionality of a solemn act of a
Democratic Legislature the natural
impulse is to seek the foundation for
such doubts. Accordingly, therefore,
we have just turned to the record and
what do we find? We find that the
very Convention that framed tho Con-
stitution, the Convention of 18G8,
formally and explicitly gave an em-

phatic interpretation to the Constitu-
tion upon this very point, and in
reference to the municipal govern-
ment of the very same city that is now
disturbing the Court, to-w- it: The City
of Wilmington.

In the bound volume containing the
Constitution and Ordinances adopted
by the Convention of S(8, chapter
XLVIII, is to be found an ordinance
entitled an "ordinance amending the
Charter of the City of Wilmington. "
This ordinance in its preamble recites
that certain provisions of the then ex-

isting charter of the city are incon-
sistent with the Constitution adopted
by said Convention, and thereupon
proceeds to repeal them in the firi-- t

and second sections thereof. In the
third section however, of said
ordinance the Sheriff' of the
county of New Hanover is di-

rected to hold an election for
Mayor and two Aldermen for each of
the four wards of the city of Wilming-
ton, which election which shall be in
conformity with the provisions of this
ordinance and "m the manner pre-xeribe- d

by the seventeenth (17th) sec-

tion of the bejorc mentioned act f in-

corporation. "
Now, "the seventeenth (17th) sec

tion of the before-mentione- d act of in-

corporation" provides for the election
of a Mayor aud Aldermen, at which
election the qualification of the candi
dates and the voters shall be the sam
that are retired of such persons by
previous provisions of this act.

Among "the previous provisions of
this act" we find tho following, to-wi- tij

Sec. 4. He it further enacted, That
no person shall be entitled to vote for
Mayor aud Aldermen unless he shall
be qualified and entitled to vote for
members of the Genen l Assembly of
this State and shall hare resided for
six months next preceding the day of
elec'ion within the corporate limits of
said city.

Here, then, we have an express con-

struction put upon the Constitution by
the very men who made it. The;yj
thought and they expressly declare
in an act passed for the very pnrpose
of placing the charter of the city of
Wilmington in accord with the Con-

stitution they had adopted, that under
that Constitution it was allowable to
require six months' residence in the
corporate limits of the city prior to
voting. And yet some of our wise
Judges, if they be correctly reported,
entertain grave doubts as to the con-

stitutionality of requiring three
months' residence prior to the elec
tion. Judge Rodman was a mem-

ber of that Convention and voted for
the ordinance! Will Judge Rodman
rise to explain how it happens that it
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Desperate Attempt fit Kcape-Co- n.
- fessiou or the murderers.

Special telegram to the Oi" patch.
Norfolk, June 21. That desper-

ate garjg of parricides, the Batton
brothers, arrived at the jul last night
about 8 o'clock, guarded by a posse of
ten men, tied and shackled iu such a
manner as to make it impossible to get
away, such a precaution being neces-
sary owing to an assault upon the jail-
or and attempt to break jal at Princess
Anne Courthouse yesterday morning.
It appears that the jailor visited the
cells early in the morning armed with
a pistol, and as he opened the door he
was set upon by the young ruffians and
had to halloo for help, which, fortun-
ately for him, was heard at the hotel,
and a party went to the jailor's assist-
ance. The three brothers will be ta-ke- u

to Richmond for eighteen years
each on Wednesday morning.

The quilt in the wagon was set on
fire by tme wadding from the gun, and
the fire was put out, and a part of the
quilt was torn off by Albert J., aud
left in the road. O. W7. Batton was
held on the road about two minutes
by James T., and then ordered to go
to the nearest house and report that
his father had been shot and robbed
on the road by two negroes; after
which James T. and Albert J. remount-
ed their horses and returned home at
rapid speed, meeting on the way two
market carts. After reaching home
aud putting the horses in the stable,
they entered the house quietly while
the family were'asleep without disturb-
ing any of them. James T. going to
his room up stairs and Albert J. into
his mother's room, where he laid down
across the foot of her bed.

THE BATTOn'S CONFESSION.
Norfolk Pnoera.

Is the Jail of the County of Prin i

cess Anne, Princess Anne
Court House, Va., June 19, 1875, )

We, James T. Batton and Albert J.
Batton, having been indicted and tried
jointly with our brother Ozias W. Bat-
ton, upon the charge of having killed
and murdered onr father, James Bat-
ton, on the first day of May, 1875, and
having been found guilty, by the jury,
and sentenced to the penitentiary for
eighteen years.feel impelled by a sense
of duty to our brother, Ozias W. Bat-
ton, to make the following free and
full confession: For the past two years
we have intended to take the life of
James Batton, our father, whenever a
favorable opportunity should present
itself, because of his habitual cruelty
to our mother, Sarah Jane Batton.
She has always been a good and kind
mother to us from our earliest infancy,
and we could not bear to see her treat-
ed with cruelty which has beeu for
long years practiced upon her by our
father. On Friday night of the 23rd
of April last, we intended to kill him
as he returned from KnoU's Island,
and went to a certain place on the
road leading from our house to tie
court-hous- e near Horse Ron Bridge,
but he did not return home that night
as expected, and thus we were frus-
trated in our purpose at that time.

Having known for several days that
father intended to go to Norfolk in
his market wagon, on Friday night,
the 30th of April, we determined upon
full deliberation that we would post-
pone the execution of our purpose no
longer, and that we would pursue him
after he left home and attack him on
the road. He left home fifteen min-
utes before oneo'clook on Friday night
for the purpose of going to Norfolk,
and Ozias W. Batton went in company
with him ; the wagon was hitched up
and prepaied by the undersigned, Al-
bert J. Batton, James T. remaining
up stairs in bed until after the wagon
had left, which was driven by Ozias
W. Batton. About three-quarte- rs of
an hour after the wagon left we start-
ed in pursuit, riding the stallion aud
the horse, going out into the public
road by the back way through David
Fentresse's old field, coming out into
the public road in front of Moses W.
McClanau's gate ; wo rode at a tolera-
bly rapid gate uutil we overtook the
wagon, passing on our way, near Wm.
Timberlake's, a man in a cart, who
asked us the time of night. Wlien we
overtook the wagon, Ozias W. Batton
was sitting on the seat driving and
father was lying down in the bottom of
the wagon on his side, with his head
toward the seat, but we are unable to
say whether his back or the front part
of his body was towards us ; we rode
up on the side of the wagon and
shot him twice with a double-barrele- d

shot-gu- n, the gun being fired by
James T. Batton. After being shot he
raised himself up in the wagon, and
while in that position, Albert J. Bat-
ton rode up to the side of the wagon
and struck him on the head two or
thr e times on the head with a club
which he had carried from home.
When the gun was fired by James T.
Ozias W. Batton jumped from the
wagon and attempted to make his es-
cape, but was seized and held by
James T. who sprang from his horse
for that purpose. The horse before
the wagon was caught and held by
Albert J. who afterwards fastened him
by hitching the rein over the lock of
the fence on the road side.

It is proper to state further that
Ozias V. Batton has been living in a
Northern S ate for several years past,
and that he did not return until Jan-
uary last; that he was not privy to our
design to take the life of our father.
Iu regard to the reports prevalent in
the community as to an attempt to
poison our father several years ago,
we desire to state in this connection
that the report is altogether untrue as
far as O. W. Batton is concerned, but
that an attempt was made by Albert
J. Batton, Ozias W. being at home
home that day and not at the store,
where the attempt was made, and
having no knowledge of it whatever.

James T. Batton,
Albert J. Batton.

The South laid down its arms and
acknowledged the defeat of the opin-
ions for which it was contending, but
it has never abandoned its hero-worshi- p

or ceased to venerate the men
who led its armies and its councils.
Tribune.

The above remark is elicited by the
fact that the ladies of Texas are en-

deavoring to raise a fund for the pur-
chase of a home for Hon. Jefferson
Davis, and in such "hero-worshi-p" we
hope the South will never be wanting.
Mr. Davis, with other Confederate
leaders, fought and was impoverished
for a cause which he believed to be
just, and his people sustained him.
They have accepted honestly the re-

sults of failure, but it would be eternal
degradation if they now repudiated
the chiefs with whom they acted, and
that they do not conceal their regard
is the strongest proof of the sincerity
of their professions. It was a mistake
in the United 8tates Government
to single ont Mr. Davis for especial in
dignity, and the noble addresses he re-
cently delivered in Texas, show how
little'he deserved it. In making this
slight provision for his comfort, the
ladies will do a praiseworthy act, and
to all cavilers there is but the one an-

swer, that the Southern people will no
more consent to stultify their past his-
tory than to disregard their existing
obligations. "If this be treason, make
tho most of it." Bait. Gazette.
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We are ccrtuiu that the tax-paye- rs

of this city and county, aud houest.'ij- -

iWrions folks tvtn w here, read the
dings of the meeting of the

('oamilssit u rs,
u ie:-ortc- iu the JolHNAL C.i- -

terJ .iy, With much interest auti
In these piping times l

j)ilSll-H- stagnation Hud want it is
to make the blond Courseeu-aig-

through our vtius more. quickly to nee

how the county has been "outragt d,'
to um the language of the Chiria .11,

11 nv ire corn expression,or,tot-mi:o-

liow the county lias been robbed, ai d
with tlie knowledge and eoiiseut .f

tin, ("oumjn-siouer- s tin mselves. And
after ttie ugly detail of the 'outrage"
are brought to light aud exposed, how
one of these Commissionersopeuly

d the cause of the beneficiary c f
t.'u- - "outrage;" how oue sat in approv-

ing silence; and how two others timid-

ly tied from all responsibility. Only
oue of live Commissioners had the
courage or the disposition even to cvu

Hire an employe who had proved un-woit'- -v

of their confidence and sympa-

thy, and who had sureptitiously ob-

tained money for which he had reu-ilr-rt- d

no service.
In the first place the Board of

tVnutv Commissioners had award-

ed a contract to a stranger,
whose business character was not
above suspicion, to do a work for
which he proved himself incompetent
to perform. They agreed to give him
twice or three times as mneh ns the
work was worth. There are hundreds
of men 111 this city, honest, hard-work-lii- g

men, who would gladly have done
ihe work and done it well unci faithf-

ully for one half the amount paid to
Smyth. Indeed if he has regular em-

ployment worth anything approaching
the pay he receives as Clerk of the
Jioard, he could not in five months
have done other work worth thirteen
hundred dollars. During the past
live months this negro Smyth has
Leen paid tiyhhui huttdnd dollar
by the County Commissioners for la-

bors as a clerk and copyist, a sum
(ipial to a monthly salary of three. Jivn-Urt- d

and sixty dollar x, or at the rate
of four thousand three hundred and
tir nty dollars a y ar. Do the Com-

missioners regard his labors worth
the money paid him ? Have they per-

formed their full duty to the people
of this county ? Are their hands clean
of this "outrage) ?"

And who is Smyth that he has been
so rewarded. A fuithful Republican
t be sure, and of the orthodox color.
He came here a short time since as an
officer of that great swindling affair,
the Freedman's Bank, an institution
which wantonly defrauded the poor

out of their hard-earne- d

rages, and the branch here, accord-- i
ig to official statements, did its full

share in that mighty fraud. But what
proved disastrous to the great mass of
the colored people, was a wind-fal- l to
the cashier, for by the favor of the
Couiniissiouers his reward has been
great. His pay has been doubled and
his labors decreased.

How many poor men in this county,
Democrats and Republicans, who have
families to support and children to
educate, who have toiled a life-tim- e

among the people here; whose records
are without blemish, who are
t oroughly competent, who would
gladly do all the work Smyth
hi.s done for his regular salary
of one hundred dollars a month.
How many of the best clerks in this
city, who labor faithfully from early
moru until dark, who do not get even
m nni':h as twelve hundred dollars a
year.

As for the index books, for which
Smyth gets fourteen hundred dollars,
ami the work is a failure, there is not
a printing oilice iu this city which
would not have furnished the books
neatly printed for one half the amount,
and given every lawyer in the city
loose sheets for use in their offices.

Ihe whole affair is an ''outrage" on
the county, a swindle upon the tax-pnyer- s,

in behalf of an unworthy man,
il indeed he be the only recipient of
t lie benefits of the "job." In behalf
of these outraged taxpayers, we de-

mand of Commissioner Morris to in
v stigute the matter as he has been ap-
pointed to do, and file his report at the
nxt meeting. We demand of each
member of the Board to express him-
self freely in condemnation of this
"outrage," mid do all in his power to
rectify the damage, or he will not be
held guiltless by the people. As the
matter now stands the Commi sioners
are more responsible than Smyth, aud

- hairnian Wilson deserves thanks for
hm report and bold support of it. It
was coutidence in the Ruilty sympathy
und support of a majority of the oth-
ers, which induced Smyth to apply for
the reaiil nilllmr.r.t lr nlnno f w,i-- o nrlii.-l- i

had just been ririvpn in Aiarrfwo.
ill the Board dare reappoint him ?

V e shall sec
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face and fell upon the ground, while
my heart stood still with apprehension.
All this while the flames were aoming
nearer and nearer! They were not now
more than a quarter of a mile distant,
and coming on with increasing inly.
Unless some one came to my rescue I
should certainly perish. What could
I do. alone and helpless, nrjon the
great prairie, with a perfect lake of
fire sweeping on to my destruction!

"My God," I crie.d aloud, will no
one save me from a horrible death V

"I am here for that purpose," said a
familiar voice close behind me. I turn-
ed my head and beheld my nearest
neighbor, Henry Thompson, in the act
of dismounting from his horse.

"This is a ticklish situation, Ward,"
said he, as he hastened to me and be-
gan to help me out of the ground.

"What angel of mercy sent yon to
me at this oritioal moment ?" said I,
almost crying with joy.

The same angel that watches the
WAlfArft of avprv Imman hAinar mnat
have guided me to you," said Thomp-
son, working away to get me out of the
ground. "My wife and I were expect
ing you at our house to-nig- ht and after
supper we just walked out in thepleas-a- nt

moonlight to meet you. We saw
you coming when you were some dis-
tance from us, and we also saw the In
diaus when they surrounded and cap-
tured you and your wife. We waited
in the shadow of some bushes until
the Indians had gone, then I took my
wife back to the house and followed
the Iudians to see what they were
going to do with you. At some dis-
tance from this place I witnessed all
the Indians did to yon, and when they
left I came on here. There, now, come
out of that hole and let us be getting
away from this place."

I obeyed, and then I looked around
at the fire, which was now frightfully
near.

"Quick," said Thompson, who had
mounted his horse, "get up behind me
and let us be off."

I obeyed without a word, and in an
instant later we were flying over the
plain at a mad gallop. Not a word
was spoken by either until we were
out of the range of the fire. We had
barely accomplished this when a loud
report shook the air, and we knew
that the flames had touched the con-
tents of tha powder horn.

I shuddered as I thought of the fate
that would have been mine had not
Thompson come to my aid. Then my
thoughts turned to my darling wife,
and the silence remained unbroken
until we had gone several miles. At
last Thompson spoke :

"The Indians think you are dead by
this time, Ward ; they will not expect
any oue to follow them, and conse-
quently we shall have less trouble
with them when we arrive at their
camp. We can rescue your wife with-
out difficulty, I think and yonder is
the camp," he added, as we suddenly
caught sight of several fixes on the
plains about a mile ahead of us. We
were very cautious in approaching the
camp, and within half an hour after
we first saw the fires we were hidden
near the camp, watching the move-
ments of the Indians. Presently all
became quiet about the camp, the sav-
ages having retired within their wig-
wams.

It was now considerably past mid-
night, and as there were no guards
stationed around the camp, we wer at
liberty to move as we pleased. We
walked through the camp in every di-

rection, but some time was spent in
looking for my wife before we found
her. We found her at hast near the
centre of the camp, completely laced
to the trunk of a huge oak. To re-

lease her and beat a retreat from the
camp was the work of but a few mo-
ments. Having procured horses, my
wife and I started homeward, while
Thompson slipped back into the camp.
When he joined us again the spirit of
Rolling Thunder had flown from ite
mortal tenement. We traveled in si-

lence, and at last, in the gray dawn of
morning, we came in sight of onr
homes. After many thanks to our
friend and neighbor for the service he
had rendered us, we separated he to
his home, and we to ours. Shortly
afterwards-- I left the West and return-
ed to my old home in Kentucky. Lone
years have come and gone since then,
but never shall I forget the events
of that night on the plains. Cincin-
nati Times.
Sampson uniinatinr convention.

The Central Executive Committee
of t he Democratic party of Sampson
couuty, met in Clinton on Saturday,
tho 15th of May, 1875.

The following gentlemen were ap-
pointed to call tho different township
meetings for the purpose of electing
delegates to meet in general conven-
tion at Clinton, to nominate candidates
to represent the county of Sampson in
the Constitutional Convention to meet
in Raleigh on the Cth of September,
A. D., 1875 :

These Township Conventions are to
be called on or before the last Satur-
day in June next.

Franklin Township Committea Dr.
.. 13. Seavy, N. H. FehnelL Dr.
Chales S. Kerr.

Lisbon Township Committee A. J.
Johnson, naywood Boykin, Allen
Iilackburn.

Taylor's Bridge Township Henry
Matins, P. H. Murphy. O. P. James.

Turkey Township Committee L.
R. Carroll, W. S. Mathis, Dr. Wm.
L Thompson.

Piney Grove Township Committee
Amos Royal, Jno. W. Giddens, W. A.
Andress.

Hail's Township Committee A. B.
Parker, G. W. Hobbs, O. F. Herring.

Westbrooks Township Committee
Wm. Daughtery, G. It. Williams, W.
H. Bryant.

Mingo Township Committee Jesse
Wilson, N. B.Earefoot,R.A.Drawhorn.

Dismal Township Committee J. O.
Williams, Jas. A. Aughtery, Robert
Williams.

Little Coharie Township Commit-
tee Thomas Bullard, Dr. P. H. Hal-lida- y,

Murdoch White.
Hunnvcutt s Township Committee

Jas. H. Turlington, Blnew Grumpier,
Wiley Butler.

McDaniel s Township committee
Miles P. Owens, H. S. Spill, Jno. O.
Wright.

Clinton Township Committee
Owen Holmes, Everett Peterson, H.
E. Royal.

Five delegates from each township.
Delegates elected are requested to
meet in Clinton on Saturday, the dra
of July.at 10 o'clock A. M..A. D. 1875.

C. T. Murphy, Chairman.
John Abhfqrd. Secretary.

Judge Watts Cione Fully Into
Politics.

A dispatch in onr columns a few
days since from Halifax Btated that
Judge Watts left a jury in session
upon a murder case, in order to attend
a political meeting at Nashville, the
jnry thereby being kept waiting nearly
three days. The Roanoke News has
this to say of it:

"The case was given to the jury on
Friday and an agreement, as to the
verdict, arrived at that night, but
Judge Watts must needs leave his
business to deliver a political speech
in Nash on Saturday, so the jury had
to remain in Halifax two days and
nights longer than there was neces-
sity for." .

No, nol The Canby Constitution is
good enough for the Radicals!
Raleigh Neivst

A stkanoek to the families cannot
read of the sad accident which occur-ie- d

near Tarboro yesterday aiternoon,
by wineh two lovely young ladies,
daughters of prominent citizens of
E lgec tnbe. were drowned, without
the most heartfelt sympathies for the
bereaved parents. It Comes upon
their friet.ds with crushing force. So
sudden, no terrdiie is the blow that
W ; fe!t as ir death had entered our ow n
family circle. We extend to our
fn nd-- i our most earnest and heartfelt
eondoh nee.

mi; ,uoKi:v who iii'i at: uaiti.o.
The poet Gaj gave to us the fable of

the jxiot.key who, being beut ou turn-
ing his captivity to the good of h;s
race, treasured up tho kuoultdge
which he had gained in his travels and
experience among men, w .th the deter-
mination of again imparting it for the
civilization of all monkeydom ; aud,
1 ke Orpheus, burnt with public zeal
to c mmei.ee his task.

Escaping from his cap'ors, he felt
himself fully equal to his self-impos-

labors, and
"Proud with applause, be thought his

mind"
In ev'rv art reiined"
His hairy ay I vans pressed arouud

him aud were astonished at his stmt
auU dr ss. Some praised his sleeve ;

and others chatte. ed in ecslacy at hi--

richly embroidered coat ;

'His dapper periwig commending,"
"With the black tail behind, de i ending, '

He exhibited to the assembled
monkeys, the manners and customs,
aud described the arts and wiles of
men, us he undt rstood them ; finish-
ing his first lesson of instruction as
follows :

knew tl.o fre.-it-
. Observe me right ;

iSo shall you glow, like man, polite.'"''
Th us the Southern negro, through

the chance results of an armed revo-
lution which levelled to the dust well
nigh all that was good, aud raised in-
to promiueuco ail that was evil in a
republican form of government, es-

caped from his captivity, and like
Gay's monkey, has put ou the strut
and "fluttering shoulder knot" of
those he would imitate, and has sought
the high places of teacher and rub r.

There is this difference, however,
Gay's monkey taught and ruled
only monkey the negro seeks to gov-
ern those whom he once served, with
no other qualification than the insignia
of his office. This difference would
only have the effect of making his
owlish wisdom appear the more ludi-
crous in the light of civilization, ex-
cept it be to those who are com-
pelled to sit under the dropings of
his ranctuary. They fail to see where
the joke comes in.

The sections of North Carolina that
are under the rule of the negro and
carpet bagger, have, for ten weary
years, groaued under the oppressive
weight of their burdens. They have
been robbed aud plundered; and what
were once known as the people's courts j

of justice are now but caricatures of
the name, filled uy persons who are j

"powerful for evil and powerless foj j

good."
The good people of these sections

have borne up under these burdens
with courageous manhood, knowing
there was no relief to be expected from
any quarter. They hava struggled, as
best they might, against corruption,
against oppressive taxation, against in-

solent and costly ignorance. But these
struggles have been the struggles of
impotence, and have generally resulted
in defeat and disaster.

At length, however, a star of hope
and promise has riseu, and htn this
hope aud this promise shall in Sep- -

tem' er next, become a glorious reali
ty the reality that the people of
North Carolina have iu Convention
assembled for the purpose of redress
ing grievances, and shaping a Consti
tutional government for themselves,
the day of our deliverance will be
nigh at In nd.

A Tarllftl .siixiin oiuervaliiel'lut
DeicaU'd.

From the HarriBburg Telegraph.
North Carolina lias a Republican

Governor, but the Lieutenant Gover
nor is a Democrat. The Governor iu- -

tended to go to Boston to participate
in the Bunker Hill festivities. Aud
the Democrats of that intensely hon
orable State projected a nice little
scheme to be played while the Gover
nor was absent. X he present judge
of the Supreme Court appears to b a
Democrat, but does not appear to suit
his party very well. Some of
the managing politicians of the
judge's political faith secured
nis resignation to be presented
to the Lieutenant Governor as fonn as
his chief left the State and the duties
of acting Governor fell upon him.
Then some other important offices were
to be vacated by their incumbents and
successors, in favor of some of the
schemes, the accomplishment of which
the Governor has steadily obstructed,
were to be appointed by the Democrat-
ic acting Governor. To prevent the
success of this nice little scheme Gov.
Brogden has been forced to remain
away from Boston, and so fail to ap-
pear at the Centennial, to which he had
been invited and had announced! his
intention of attending. This
scheme of the tar-he- el Democrats
bears a close resemblance to a plot for
stealing the Sunday dinner of a man
who is going to church. But then, 88
it was t be done by chivalrous eons
of Carolina, we suppose it might be all
right. Only we have been educated in
a different school, and so we are una-abl- e

to appreciate that fine sense of
honor for which our Southern breth-
ren and particularly our Carolina
brethren are so justly celebrated.

We clip the above from the columns
of the Washington Jlerubliean, the
filthy sewer for all articles abusive and
slanderous of North Carolina. The
Harrisburg Ttl yraph may publish
this nonsense in ignorance of its

but the JlepnbUcan
knows better and does it with a mali
cious gratification. As the editor of
the JicjtuLlican has lately been an
honored(?) guest of one of the Judge
of the Supremo Court, he knows his po-
litical status very well.

A young lady of New Orleans took
prussic acid because General Phil.
Sheridan married another girl. She
wanted to be a bandit, but the othergirl forbid the bans.

was constitutional in 1868 to require
six months' residence prior to election
day, and unconstitutional to require
only three months in 1875!

Verily, one would thiuk it was tho
mnle and noi His Honor that was
sleeping from the queer change that
has come over the spirit of his dream
if he entertains any doubt on the point.

But we shall see what we shall see.
The Conrt may declare the bill uncon-
stitutional, but thank Heaven there
will soon be a power in North Carolina
greater than that of the Court, we
mean that of the people iu Convention
assembled, and then our wrongs will
lie righted. Let us be patient, Sep-

tember will soon come.

'IHi: NATIONAL WKHOCUATIt;
CONVENTION IN

The Democratic Central Committee
of Missouri have adopted a resolution
inviting, in behalf of the Democracy
of Missouri, the National Democratic
Convention of 187G to assemble in St.
Louis, and pledged themselves to make
ample preparations for the reception
anil accommodation of all who come
tolt. The place proposed for holding
the Convention will be the hall of the
new Chamber of Commerce building,
which will be 235 feet long by 100
feet wide and 70 feet high, with galle-

ries all around the hall, and a capacity
for seating 17,000 peopl.

The Maine Democrats met in con-

vention on Tuesday and unanimously
nominated General Charles W. Rob-
erts, of Bangor, for Governor. The
resolutions declare emphatically in
favor of free trade, hard money and
homo rule, of equal rights, the pay-
ment of the national debt, economy in
the national, State and municipal ad-
ministrations, the abolition of unnec-
essary offices, one term for President
at a salary of 25,000. The platform
has the merit of being plainspoken
and easily understood, and the candi-
date is a man of character and reputa-
tion, who will make a good run against
General Connor. Whether he can de-

feat him remains to be seen. It is not
likely though the Republicans did
not strengthen themselves much by
"ignoring" the third term but it
would be bad for Blsine if he should.

out t iiii:k.
Propotied Reunion of the Survivors

We have received the following re-

sponses favoring our proposition for a
reunion of the survivors of the Battle
of Fort J isher.

Office of the Landmark,
Statesville, N. C June 21, 1875.

Gentlemen I was glad to see yonr
suggestions in Saturday's Journal
proposing a reunion of the survivors
of tke battle of Fort Fisher.

I trust that they will meet with a
cordial endorsement.

It was the greatest artillery battle of
the war, if not of history.

The truth about it lias yet to be
printed. No statement that I have
seen even approaches accuracy.

During the engagement I was acting
as volunteer aide to Gen. Whiting,
and have an imperfect diary of the
battle up to 2 o'clock Sunday evening
when I was disabled by wounds.

While two soldiers were engaged in
bearing mo to n cate-mat- e, General
Whiting was shot. I saw him fall,
and soon afterwards supported by his
gallant Adjutant, Major Hill. I never
saw him afterwards.

A letter witten by me immediately
after thi incident was captured aud
published in the New York Herald.
The Herald containing the U tter w as
sent to me at Fort Delaware and was
afterwards taken from me under the
brutal prison discipline that prevailed
at Delaware.

The heroic daring of two of your
Eastern boys is worthy of imperisha-
ble record. One was young Murphy
from Sampson, and the other young
Turrentine from Orange.

I saw Murphy fall in the perform-
ance of adariDg but soldierly ttct.

Young Turrentine I saw accomplish
a fete without a paralell in onr war.

Siuce the publication of " Our Liv-
ing and Our Dead" begun, it has been
my purpose to give these two incidents
of that great battle a place in that val-
uable journal.

The Reunion you suggest will af-

ford me a timely opportunity for the
performance of this duty. I shall re-

print your article in my paper with a
hearty endorsement.

Please accept my best wishes.
Fraternally yours,

Jno. B. nosEY.

Whiteville, June22d, 1875.
Messrs. Englehard & Saunders: I

write to second your suggestion for a
re-uni- of the survivors of the battle
of Fort Fisher, at Wilmington, during
the week of the next Fair of the Cape
Fear Agricultural Association. The
battle was fought near the close of the
war, and I believe that in the confu-
sion incident to the times, a full re-
port of it was never made.

It was certainly one of the hottest
contested battles of the war, and it is
due from the survivors of that heroic
struggle to those who fell martyrs to
the cause we were engaged in, to per-
petuate their brave deeds, and I know
of no better way than that suggested by
you for a re-uui- of the survivors,
that they may exchange opinions, as-

sist each other in gathering material
for the history, and select someege of their number to put the whole
1 u proper Mian iui puuuuuiiuu.
It would greatly aetitt the future his-
torian and add new lustre to the lau-
rels won, and already published, by
North Carolina troops in our struggle
for independence.. 1 spent nearly all of
the three years of my soldier life at
Fort Fisher; was in the first bombard-
ment, but was at home on sick fur-
lough when the memorable second
t.ook place, and reached Wilmington
on Monday morning after the fall of
Fisher on Sunday night. Although
not there in person, my heart was
with those brave men who so nobly
battled for our righta. As I was step-
ping off the cars in Wilmington I heard
gome person say that the Yankees have

dttaken Fort Fisher, and I could not
help but secretly wishing that 1 had been
there to share the fate of my comrades.
My intercourse with both General
Whiting and Colonel Lamb was always
of the most pleasant nature, and
no braver men or more accomplished
gentlemen ever wore the grey.

I hope that Col. Lamb will be pre-
sent at the appointed time, and how
glad would be the hearts of all if Gen.
Whiting too could be present, but he
fills a soldier's grave. I would be glad
to meet with my old friends of Fisher,
revisit with them the scenes of our
soldier life, hear them talk of that
eventful occasion and h jar from them
something of what has transpired with
them since the close of the war. What
say you comrades ?

Columbus.

A NIGHT UPON THE PLAINS.

BY W. L. JONES.

My name is Jack Ward. I am an old
man now, and many years have come
and gone since the time of which I
write ; but a century could not blot
from my memory the fearful scenes
through which I passed on that terri-
ble night, twenty-on- e years ago. My
father and mother were residents of
Kentucky, and it was in this proud old
State that 1 first started on the journey
of life ; but at the a-- e of thirty-thre- e I
was married, and removed to the Far
West.

It was a new experience to Laura
and me this living amoug the sav-
ages ; but my little, blue eyed wife
never showed, by word or action, that
she was tired of the great garden of
nature, where human life has no high-
er value than that of the brutes. We
were very happy in our new home; the
Indians appeared to like us, and for
live years we lived in peaceful con-
tentment with naught to mar our plea-
sures, save an occasional report of In-
dian hostilities. These never troubled
us, however, and during this time
others settled near us, and with them
we kept up a neighborly friendship.

Thus time went on until, as I .have
said, we had been living in the west
for about five years. The Indians had
never molested us, though they came
to our house very frequently. Among
those that came was a chief who called
himself "Rolling Thunder." He was
a veritable savage, wicked and mali-
cious, with not a particle of good in
his composition. He was a thief by
nature, and anything that he wanted
he never hesitated to appropriate to
his own use. After he took to coming
to our house, we missed sundry arti-
cles from our sideboard, and at last I
resolved to put a stop to his petty
thieving.

Amoug other things that we missed
were several bottles of wine of an ex-

cellent quality, which IJhad bought for
our own private use. I knew, of
course, that Rolling Thunder had
stolen my wine, so one day I drugged
some with ipecac and placed it where I
knew the Indian would get hold of it.
In a short time I missed the bottle,
and after that it was sometime before
Rolting Thunder paid us another visit.
He came at last, however, and there
was a look of suspicion on his ugly
countenance that made him uglier than
ever. He said nothing about the wine,
but I could see that he suspected me
of having played a trick on him, and
from that time onward he appeared to
hate me. As time passed on the Indi-
an ceased his visits altogether, and I
had almost forgotten the incident
when it was again brought to my
memory in a manner neyer to be for-
gotten.

One beautiful moonlight night in the
latter part of September, my wife and
I had started to visit one of our near-
est neighbors, a Mr. Thompson, who
resided a mile from our house. We
had gone about half the distance be-

tween our house and Thompson's
when a large body of Indians sudden-
ly rode up and surrounded us. They
were led by Rolling Thunder, whoEQ
hideous countenance looked more
hideous still, ashe dismounted his
horse and commanded his braves to
make us prisoners. In less than time
it takes to record the fact we were
bound f hand and foot. Then their
chief came forward and said:

"Let the dog of a white man pale
and tremble, for the chief of the
Pawnees is great and powerful; the
white traitor give Indian poison, much
poison, make Indian heap sick, but
Indian got well to take vengeance on
the white man. Rolling Thunder has
spoken; let the white man hear."

Having said this, the Chief com-
manded that we should be placed on
horseback, and this having been ac-

complished, the whole band mounted
and struck out over the plains, taking
ns with them. Not onoe did they halt
until they reached a point about ten
miles west of our homes. Here the
whole band dismounted and turned
their horses loose on the prairie. I
knew that they meant to have some
fun out of me, and that, if left to
themselves, a terrible fate of some
kind would be allotted me, but I
dreaded still more the fate of my
darling wife. Meanwhile some of the
Indians had proceeded to a small belt
of timber, near wnere we had naited,
and soon returned beariuga lot ol dry
wood, which they threw ou the
ground. That thuy meant to torture
me was apparent at a glance ; out x
knew not, at first, what deviltry they
had in mind. I soon found, however,
that they meant to pursue a method
not at all compatible with my views.
They first drove a long .stake into the
ground, and having done this they
brought forth a very spirited norse,
haltered lit with a long, heavy rope,
and tied the rope to the stake. Then
I was put on the horse and my feet
tied together under him.

This having been done, the Indians
began to whip the horse around the
stake, shouting, and making
all kinds of hideous noises to frighten
him. The poor animal reared and
pluncred with all his might, trying to
get away, but the rope held him so
that he could do nothing out gaiiop
around the stake. Some of the Indi-
ans lighted torches and brandished
them at him, aad so terribly frighten-
ed was he that his shrill snortings
could have been heard a quarter of a
mile. As for me, I was jerked from
side to side until I was nothing but a
mass of bruises, and almost uncon-ciou- s.

The Indians threw sticks and
tomahawks at me as the horse passed
them in his wild galloping, some of
the latter coming dangerously near.

At last, however, the horse was stop
ped, and I was taken from his back, in
a half dead condition, and laid upon
the ground. After the villians had
tortured me in various ways until they
were satisfied, or, at least, until they
were tired of looking at me, they dug
a hole in the ground, and, having tied
my feet together, planted me like a
post. When they had completed their
work 1 was m the ground up to my
waist, and unable to move. The
scoundrels then tied my hands behind
my back, and having caught their
horses, they departed, taking my wife
with them. 1 struggled to release my
self, shouting with all my might, but
it did no good. 1 was unmistakably
there.

In a short time after th& Indians had
left me,I saw a light to the southward,
which appeared to reach the sky. It
seemed to be coming toward me, and
to increase in size and brilliancy every
moment. I watched it - curiously for
some time, being unable to make out
what caused it. Presently I could see
that a great fire was sweeping over the
plains with the speed of a race horse.
I comprehended all in an instant; the
Indians had fired the long dry prairie
grass with the intention of burning me
to death- - Just then I discovered some-

thing else which, until then, I had not
noticed. The savages had placed a
powder horn near me in such a manner
that if the approaching flames reached
it, it would explode and blow me to
atoms.

I could not cast this deadly agent
from me, nor could I avert the coming
of the flames which were to ignite it.
I gazed at the fixe like one stupefied;
great drops of sweat rolled from my

TBIirnPHANT SIJCCCSS !

(raud Finale of the "Teian Bon-naza"-T- he

Wheel of I'orlue Koll-lug- -

Ten Hours and Ten minutes
No. 330,327 Winn the Capital

Uift The tireat Drawing Ulves
Entire Satisfaction The Texas
Ulft Concert Association more
Popular "Than Ernr monster Con-
cert Oyer 10.000 People Present,

The long looked for day is past, and
the gigantic scheme of the Texas Gift
Concert Association has bad a

GRAND AND SATISFACTORY FINALE.
Early on the morning of May 31st,

the streets of our city were thronged
men, women and children, wending
their way to Forest Park, which has
so recently been improved and bene-
fitted by the above Association, to
witness the opening and impressive
ceremonies incident to the distribu-
tion of their grand list of gifts. At 9
o'clock precisely, the commissioners
and judges were sworn in by the
United States Commissioner, Charles
E. Maurice, and Hon. J. W. Jennings
made the opening address. The beau-
tiful and substantial improvements
were then turned oer to the eity.

As the speaker retired amidst im-

mense applause, the committee which
had been chosen by the ticket holders,
composed of the most distinguished
and prominent men in Texas, took
charge of the distribution. The tick-
ets and prizes had been previously exj
amined tnd placed in the wheel by the
committee, and everything was de-

clared satisfactory. II ever any mis-
giving had been entertained by any
one then present concerning the good
faith and fairness of the management,
it was entirely and permanently dis-
pelled and perfect trust and confidence
was depicted in the countenance of
all. Nothing could have been done
more fairly and honestly than the dis-
tribution was conducted.

As the distribution proceeded, the
wildest enthusiasm prevailed cheers
were given as the larger prizes were
drawn.

The management may well feel
proud of the satisfactory manner in
which they have conducted this grand
scheme. Their position to the public
has been peculiar and . by no means
enviable. They have labored earnest-
ly and honestly for its success, and
faithfully have they discharged every
obliga ion to the public

We understand the second grand
concert is already on the way. the ob-
ject of which will be to eract a Grand
Masonic and L O. O. F. temple.
Now their success is certain, and
tickets must sell rapidly. A list of
the tickets drawing prizes will be
sent to every ticket holder as soon as
published.

No. 325,482 draws the second prize.
" " third "No. 167,595

The success and good faith mani-
fested by the Asociation in this their
first distribution augers for their fu-

ture efforts. Denison Daily Crescent.

A ROMANCE.

How a Fortune Was missed, or
What Came of Trying to save a

Three-Cen- t Postage Stamp.

During the latter days of the session
of Congress an old gentleman visited
Washington to arrange some matters
in relation to a patent. One day, while
visiting the Capitol, he made the ac-

quaintance of one of the employees,
who showed him much attention, and
devoted several hours to conducting
him through that stupendous edifice
and directing his attention to all its
various beauties and attractions. The
old gentleman was completely capti-
vated by the young man, and formed
for him the highest attachment. Con-
gress adjourned and the young man
returned to his home in Ohio ; but the
old gentleman remained in the city a
few days, and then visited Baltimore.
While there he was taken ill, and im-

mediately hastened back to Washing-
ton. Growing worse, he resolved to
make his will, and having none but
very distant and unknown relatives, he
determined to bestow his wealth upon
the young man for whom he had form-
ed eo great an attachment- - Desiring
his presenoe, and having his address,
he wrote a few lines, giving informa-
tion of his health, and requesting a
visit from him without delay, as he
had a gratifying surprise in store for
him.

The letter was enclosed and stamped
with a postage stamp, the only one he
had, which was slightly torn in sepa-
rating it from the pocket-boo- k to
which it unfortunately adhered. An
acquaintance and daily visitor was em-

ployed to mail tU i letter, who called
the attention of the old gentleman to
the rigid adherence of the postal de-

partment to its own rules iu relation
to mutilated BtAmps; but ne would not
listen to the suggestion, saying the
stamp was genuine, had not been used
and was good as ever, and he would
not waste its value. The stamp was
accordingly used, and the letter duly
mailed.

Now comes the sequel. The letter
was detained here for postage, solely
on account of the trifling mutilation
referred to, aud the party to whom it
vas addressed was, in about four days,
notified of the detention, which notice
was received six days from the date of
mailing the letter with the torn stamp.
The following day the young
man left his home, and, deem-
ing the withheld letter of no
particular consequence, without even
carrying the post office notice or pay-
ing any attention to it. Ten days
subsequently he arrived at Washing-
ton, and then recurred to his memory
the detained lettter, and he wrote
home for the post office notification.
On his arrival he procured the letter,
and in much excitement of mind
hastened to the hotel of the old gen-
tleman. Alas! when he arrived he
learned that his intended bent factor
had been dead four days, and that the
old gentleman, not hearing from him
or receiving the wished-fo- r visit, had
first felt hurt, then slighted, and final-
ly indignant, and in that frame of
mind had made a will in favor of a
poor old lady in his native State, who
had once done him an act of kindness.
This was told him by the lawyer who
prepared the will, and who was the
party that mailed the letter. The old
gentleman's wealth amounted to $53
000

Now, let us inquire if a slight mutil
ation of a postage stamp is a sufficient
reason for its uttter rejection by tue
postmaster? Suppose it represented
the value ef three dollars instead of
three cents, would not that fact com
pel a different ruling by the Postmaster-Gene-

ral? Is not the principle the
same whether a stamp costs three
cents or three dollars? Washington
City Republican.

Hidden Treasures.
A gentleman of this city received a

letter from Richmond, tnis morning,
informing him that one of his lady
friends in that city, who had bought a
pair of shoes during the war but could
not wear tnem on account ox uncom
fortable lumps in the soles thereof, had
yesterday cut the soles open and found
that the lumps were caused by pebbles
which, upon examination, were found
to be diamonds, so valuable that a jew-
eler had offered her seventy-fiv- e dollars
a piece lor them. Alexandria Gazette.


